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The Latino Baseball History Project has several exciting announcements:
• Our fifth book, Mexican American Basebali in the Pomona Vailey, will be released In early September.
• Cal Poly Pomona will host an exhibit celebrating the teams and players of the Pomona Valley this
summer, from June 23 through Sept. 14.
• In conjunction with the Pomona Valley exhibit, a special luncheon will be held to salute the players and
their families on Aug. 5.
• The project Is currently working on Its sixth book, Mexican American Baseball in the San Fernando Valley.
The release date for this book is scheduled for summer 2015.
• The project. In conjunction with Arcadia Publishing, has agreed to publish a series of books on
Mexican American baseball and softball in Texas. The first book,
Mexican American Basebali in the Alamo Region, is scheduled for
release In spring/summer 2015.
There Is even more exciting news! Mark Ocegueda, who has been Involved
In the project for years, served an Internship at the Smithsonian Institute.
While he was there, he spoke often about the project. Now, the Smithsonian
Institute has reached out to the Latino Baseball History Project to discuss
hosting an exhibit on the history of Mexican American baseball In the United
States. The exhibit would be mounted In the Smithsonian Museum of
American History. The board Is discussing how to create an exhibit that
could debut In our nation's capital and then travel to other venues. In
addition, one of our co-authors, Christopher Docter, Is an Intern at the
Baseball Hall of Fame In Cooperstown, N.Y., this summer. Think of the
possibilities! Our project Is expanding Into Texas, Washington D.C., and
Cooperstown.
The Incredible growth of the project Is due. In large part, to the players
and their families. They have shared, and continue to share, wonderful
photos and stories. Also the staff at the John M. Pfau Library, the Planning
Committee, and the Advisory Committee all need to be recognized as well.
Finally, the project has been very lucky to have an outstanding and
scholarly group of young people. They will be the next generation of
researchers and writers who will take the project to the next level. This
newsletter. In large measure. Is devoted to these four extraordinary
Individuals: Manny Veron, Mark Ocequeda, Sandra Uribe and Christopher
Docter. The project Is In excellent hands.
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CHRIS DOCTER
Greetings! My name
is Chris Docter. I am
a lifelong native of the
San Fernando Valley;
I grew up in Granada
Hills and am now living
in Northridge. I am
currently in my last
year in the history MA
program at California
State University,
Northridge. In 2012,
while researching
Latin American
baseball, I contacted
Richard Santillan and have since delved into the
Latino Baseball Project and the fascinating story of
Mexican American baseball. In the past two years, I
contributed captions for Mexican American Basebail in
Orange County and wrote the first chapter about the
San Fernando Valley in Mexican American Basebali in
the Centrai Coast. I am busy right now finding photos,
researching teams, and interviewing players for the
upcoming book, Mexican American Baseball in the
San Fernando Vaiiey. I will also write my thesis paper
on Mexican American baseball in the Valley and plan
to interview several men and women players from the
1940s and 1950s. This summer, I will be interning
at the National Baseball Hall of Fame A. Bartlett
Giamatti Research Center in Cooperstown, N.Y.
My interests include: California history, particularly
Southern California history; the history of the early,
pre-1950s San Fernando Valley; baseball history; and
the Dodgers. I believe the study of Mexican American
baseball is an important, but overlooked topic within
the history of the West; it provides an effective lens
through which to view regional history and issues of
race, gender, community and labor.

LA§ lll§liLI§T18
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They played in fields
smaller than the men's,
right before the men hit the lots.
These mujeres were no warm up acts!
Across the Southwest, las Tomboys, Aztecas,
Rock-etts y las Moreloettes,
traded their aprons for a chest protector
y un bat. Not torteando tortillas on Sunday,
punching their glove-pocket
ready for the heat of the grounder.
Las beisbolistas
took me down memory lane.
My little arm hooked around my Ama's elbow
walking safely down the street.
Little arm that could throw a ball fast,
directly at a bully's right calf.
"Don't tell me girls can't play ball!
Next one will be a homerun. I call right field."
Mujeres beisbolistas?
They did it for the fun, the winning,
the friendships and the aches.
Filled many fields with their dreams
with each round of the bases.
Las beisbolistas broke
racist, gendered barriers one crack
of the bat at a time to
play Beisbol, the game they loved.
Claudia Rodriguez is a writer/performer from
Compton. Her first collection of poetry
"Everybody's Bread," is forthcoming
Summer 2014 by Korima Press.

SANDRA L. URIBE
Sandra L. Uribe graduated from the University of California, Riverside with a
master's in history. She completed her undergraduate education at the University
of California, Irvine where she double majored in history and Chicano studies while
minoring in sociology. She is currently a professor at Westwood College, South Bay.
She began her research on women's softball and baseball as an undergraduate.
She uses sports as a lens to analyze issues of race, gender roles, femininity, and
community among Mexican Americans. Her mentor. Dr. Vicki Ruiz, provided her
with a photo of Los Tomboys, a 1940s softball team from Orange, Calif. Sandra
challenged herself to find information on this picture. She naively visited the
local public library thinking that information would be at her disposal. The opposite became true, library staff
informed her that no such team existed — at least in their local history archives. The only information housed in
the archives was that of the local predominantly white team, the Lionettes. After careful digging, she met eight
members of Los Tomboys.
Cci'dihutti civ Pcujt^
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THE ETHNIC & WOMEN'S STUDIES DEPARTMENT
AT GAL POLY POMONA TO HOST ITS

ON AUGUST 5, 2014
The Ethnic and Women's Studies Department and the Cesar Chavez
Center at Cal Poly Pomona in conjunction with the Latino Baseball
History Project at Cal State San Bernardino announced the 4th annual
recognition luncheon of outstanding ballplayers on Aug. 5, 2014.
An exhibit titled The Boys and Girls of Summer: Mexican American
Baseball and Softball In the Pomona Valley, 1930s-1970s, will run this
summer from June 24 to Sept. 14 at the Cal Poly Pomona campus
library on the third floor. In addition, on Aug. 5, a panel discussion of
old-time Pomona players were hosted on the third floor from 10a.m.noon, followed by a luncheon and the presentation of certificates to
players and/or their families. The event ended with the popular First
Pitch Ceremony around 3 p.m. and a group photo.
In 2011, the exhibit and luncheon honored three outstanding players
from Pomona and three great players from East Los Angeles. In
2012, women softball players from the 1930s through the 1950s were
honored for their major contributions to the advancement of gender
equality. And in 2013, the exhibit and luncheon paid tribute to the
women and men who played baseball and softball In the armed forces
while defending their nation. Last year's event drew nearly 150 people.
The summer-long exhibit and Aug. 5 panel discussion and luncheon
coincides with the release of the book, Mexican American Baseball
In the Pomona Valley, on Sept. 1. For further Information about the
summer exhibit and reservations for the Aug. 5 event, please contact
Dr. Richard Santillan at rsantlllan@earthlink.net.

Several Mexican American communities
in the greater Pomona Valley established
sophisticated baseball leagues with home
and away schedules Including Mexico,
fundraising events, media relations, minor
league and youth teams, outstanding
managers and coaches, spring training,
and umpires. Former Cucamonga
Merchants player, Chevo Hernandez, was
often referred to as the classiest dressed
umpire in the Valley League. His motto
was "I call them como las veo (as I see
them)." (Courtesy of At Vasquez.)

SANDRA L. URIBE
CchtiKutil (jkofvi
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The disparity of information between white males and Mexican American females in archives, libraries and
newspapers prompted Sandra to search for these women. Their oral histories and sport paraphernalia
have become Instrumental In documenting the experiences of softball and baseball among Mexican
American women. Sandra's curiosity led her to continue her higher education. Her thesis, "The Queens
of Diamonds: Mexican American Women's Amateur Softball In Southern California, 1930-1950," chronicles
local softball teams and players to gain perspective on race, gender, and community identity. She currently
serves as an Advisory Board Member for the Latino Baseball History Project linked with the John M.
Pfau Library at California State University, San Bernardino. She is also a co-author of Mexican American
Baseball In the Pomona Valley, due out in the fall of 2014.
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Mark Ocegueda's
parents emigrated from
Mexico. In a recent
interview he told me
how much he admires
them. "They've had a
pretty rough life, always
working hard. They've
set a great example for
me and my brother and
sisters." He says that
his love and admiration
for them is the bedrock
of his inspiration for making sure that the stories of
immigrants and of Latino communities are collected,
respected, saved and shared.

Central Coast, Mark wrote all the captions for one of the
chapters. In the forthcoming book, Mexican-American
Baseball In the Pomona Valley (due out in October
2014), Mark served as a co-author once again.

In 2008, Mark's hard work and academic dedication
was recognized by California State University, San
Bernardino (GSUSB) when he was accepted into the
McNair Scholar's program. Each student accepted into
that program chooses an area for extensive study and
research, eventually submitting an academic paper
or project to present that research. Mark was taking a
course in Chicane Studies at CSUSB when he realized
that the west side of San Bernardino contained a
rich Mexican American history that has received little
scholarly attention. Mark determined that he would
do his research project on that community. That work
proved to be the beginning of his academic journey, a
journey that will soon include a doctoral dissertation!
The Latino Baseball History Project (LBHP) has been
a large part of that journey. In 2009, CSUSB's Dr.
Cherstin Lyon, who was familiar with Mark's research,
invited him to an LBHP Board meeting. Richard
Santillan and Francisco Balderrama were at that
meeting, talking about an idea for a book on the history
of Mexican Americans who played baseball in Los
Angeles. Mark was fascinated by the project, and they
asked him if he would be willing to become involved by
acting as a research assistant for the book. Mark was
passionate about the subject, it gave him a chance to
hone his research skills and learn about publishing. He
said "yes!"
Mark served as research assistant for that first book
(Mexican American Baseball in Los Angeies). The
book was a hit, so Arcadia was willing to publish a
second. For that book (Mexican American Basebail in
the Iniand Empire) Mark did a great deal of research
and legwork. He became one of the co-authors for
Mexican American Basebaii in the Inland Empire. In
the fourth book, Mexican-American Basebail In the

His involvement in the project has gone even further.
He has recorded oral histories from people in San
Bernardino, Highland and Los Angeles for the LBHP;
he has scanned photos from players and their families;
and he has developed events for the community. One
of these was the Hispanic Heritage Month event in
September 2012 - it began with a celebration of the
publication of Mexican American Baseball In the Inland
Empire at the Mitia Cafe. This was followed by a firstpitch ceremony to honor some of the players in the
book, the first first-pitch ceremony the LBHP held at the
Inland Empire 66ers baseball park. Do you remember
the slide show of historic photos on Latino baseball that
was shown on the big screens at the baseball park?
That was also Mark's work, a special tribute to our
players.
Mark also helped NBC LA with a feature on Latino
baseball in the Inland Empire and chaired one of the
panels for the Baseball conference Research Seminar
at Plaza de la Raza.
Today Mark is pursuing a Ph.D. in history at the
University of California, Irvine. Mark's dissertation will be
on San Bernardino's Mexican American community from
1900-1960. One of the dissertation's chapters will focus
on recreation, segregation, and baseball. If you have
any knowledge about the Mexican American community
in San Bernardino from 1900-1960, or know anyone
who remembers any part of that history, please contact
Mark at mark.ocegueda@uci.edu to help contribute
toward the dissertation.
I asked Mark about his devotion to preserving the
memories of Latino baseball. He told me that he had
been inspired by the trials and tribulations that many of
the people on the west side of San Bernardino had gone
through. He said that they moved through their daily
lives with strength and determination during an era of
segregation. That they stood up and fought for equality,
and that their stories are central to our understanding of
how California and the United States developed. Mark
told me that he is becoming a professional historian to
give voice to their stories. He feels that too much of this
history has never been recorded. He says that knowing
this has kept him motivated to get these stories out, to
give the community the voice that it deserves.
-JVL
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MANNY YEION
I interviewed Manuel Veron for this issue of the Latino Baseball History Project
newsletter. This is what I learned.- JVL
Manuel Veron began working at Cal State San Bernardino's Pfau Library while
he was earning his bachelor of science degree in criminal justice. When the
call went out to recruit staff to scan photos at the first San Bernardino Latino
Baseball History Reunion he volunteered, and he has been part of the project
ever since.
Manny already loved baseball. He was playing on the Sentinels, and he had
played on the lllest and the Con Artists. The Sentinels played on Sunday
mornings. He says that he could not always remember everything that
happened at a game that was just a few weeks past, but at the reunion he saw
men recalling details—the plays, the scores and the players—from games
that took place decades in the past. It was amazing! He realized that he did
not know enough about the history of baseball, especially the history of Latino
baseball.
Manny has not only learned about that history, he has been a major player in
communicating it to others. He has worked on more than 30 exhibits of materials and information from the Latino
History Baseball Project. The most recent exhibit was "Mexican Americans in the Military: 1930s to 1970s: From
the Battle Fields to the Baseball Fields". He pointed out the number of people who played baseball while serving
our country, and the men who came back from the war and who played the game once they were home. There
were stories of men from every branch of the service. The exhibits from the Latino Baseball History Project and the
Baseball Reliquary are the only ones that focus on the history of Latino baseball.
Manny was frequently asked about the exhibit's photo of Marilyn Monroe with Ernie and Manuel Abril. People
would say, "That's not really Marilyn Monroe, is it?" Manny would tell them that it is, and then tell them the story
about the Abril brothers escorting her. He loves that students stop when they see the LBHP exhibits; they study
them and they come and ask questions. The exhibits are teaching the next generation, transmitting the memories
so that they can be passed down to others in the future.
Manny has created exhibits for Cal State San Bernardino and has worked with Richard Santillan on exhibits at
Cal Poly Pomona. He prepared the "Mexican American Women in Softball: A League of Their Own" exhibit so that
it could be loaned to Chapman University. Taking or sending an exhibit to another location requires meticulous
preparation. Every photo, every exhibit card must be cataloged, the associations between the captions and the
photos must be documented, and any loss would be considered an abrogation of trust in our collection. Everything
is numbered, listed, and triple checked, both when it goes out and when it comes back in. Our partners in the
exhibitions have been exemplary. We are very lucky that they were so excited about the project that they wanted
to be part of it.
Manny has been the person who puts together the Latino Baseball History Project newsletter. (Except for this
issue, there was a crisis that required his assistance elsewhere in the library, but he is looking forward to getting
back to it with the next issue.) Work on the newsletter can be stressful. There are deadlines, and the deadlines
are sometimes missed. The newsletter is edited in the library, then in CSUSB Public Affairs. There are many
changes in the last few weeks before "going to press." Sometimes changes require a complete re-arrangement
and reformatting of the entire newsletter. Then it's reviewed again, and ... more changes! But Manny says that it is
one of his favorite parts of his job. He loves going to events like book-signings: he gets to meet more players and
hear more stories. He said that he wants to know what the players went through. He feels that, in the current day,
he hasn't faced the kind of prejudice that the players in the project had to deal with on a daily basis. The newsletter
is a way of supporting the players. It's his favorite part of his job because he sees how much it means to them.
Manny told me to tell you all that he's proud to work on the Latino Baseball History Project, that it's an honor to do
the newsletter, and that we will continue this project for years and years down the line.
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The Latino. Baseball History Project
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Recently I had an amazing conversation with Richard
Santillan. Santillan is a professor emeritus in the Ethnic and
Women's Studies Department of California State Polytechnic
University, Pomona; an author; and a founding and continuing
board member of the Latino Baseball History Project. We were
speaking about the 2014 Pomona exhibit, The Boys and Girls
of Summer: Mexican American Baseball and Softball in the
Pomona Valley 1930s-1970s, and Santillan began telling me
about the history of Chicano Studies in California universities.
The foundation was laid In 1968 at a conference at UC Santa
Barbara. The scholars gathered there came to an agreement
that the guiding principle should be to support the MexicanAmerican community in telling their own stories In their own
words. The scholars' mission was to create a place and a forum
where the people In the community could share their own history.
Santillan told me that one of the most wonderful things
about the Latino Baseball History Project is that it adheres to
this principle. He feels that the project brings together people
from many different sectors—professors, players, researchers,
players' families, historians, baseball fans, and students—all
come together to share and hear the stories of the community.
The books, newsletters, events, exhibits, oral interviews, first
pitch ceremonies, and other celebrations create places for the
stories to be shared.
Santillan said that when he looks back on that conference
In 1968, where they laid out the heart and soul of what they

SH
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believed Chicano Studies could and should tje, he sees that the
Latino Baseball History Project embodies the vision that they
shared. Our purpose is to create ways for the people who lived the
history to share the history.
At the Aug. 5 event at Gal Poly Pomona, the first-pitch
ceremony, the lunch, the panel discussion, and the exhibit
opening, families came to Gal Poly. Children heard about the
lives of their fathers, mothers, uncles, aunts, grandfathers,
grandmothers, great-grandfathers, and great-grandmothers!
They learned about the hardships and the victories; they saw
the friendships and the community. Part of the experience was
observing while academics listened carefully and took notes
as people spoke. They saw the value and care that these
researchers dedicate to the history of their families, the legacy
created by their community.
Not long ago, there were no exhibits on college campuses
and no books that focused on the Mexican American community.
The Latino Baseball History Project is part of the movement that
changed that. Now the younger generation can watch with pride
as their families and their communities are treated with respect;
as our outstanding ballplayers are recognized for their skills and
determination, and as the fact that those qualities also made them
outstanding members of the community is revealed.
Santillan told me that one of his favorite parts of the project is
seeing the adult children of the players examining the exhibits.
He has seen the change when a 40-year-old son or daughter
sees a photograph that Includes a parent, and suddenly he or she
makes the connection. They see tfie young face of their father or
mother in the photograph, and they suddenly see their parents
in a different light. The exhibit gives them a way to make that
connection, to see these individuals when they were In the first
and second Innings of their lives!
The project has changed the views of many people, and Its
foundation Is the memories and the stories of the people who
played the game. As Al Padllla said In his oral Interview for the
project, "Viva baseball!"

THE MENDOZA LINE
An eight-year career In the major leagues must be considered by any measure a success. Yet Mario Mendoza, born in 1950
in Chihuahua, Mexico, will always be remembered as the namesake of 'The Mendoza Line." The origin of the catchphrase
is murky, but it arose from one season where Mendoza struggled to keep his batting average above .200 and as a result that
round number became the metric that determined whether or not your time in the major leagues was about to end.
The Mendoza Line is also the title of a new independent motion picture now available for rental or purchase online (https://
vimeo.com/ondemandAhemendozaline) with other platforms such as ITunes and Amazon coming soon. The title takes on
several meanings in the story of 22-year-old Ricardo Perez struggling through his third year in A-ball as a back-up catcher.
His wife, Christina, aspires to something more than spending summers in a small, hot, California valley town with no friends,
caring for their two-year-old son, and working two part-time jobs while supporting Ricardo's progressively unrealistic dream. In
addition, as undocumented immigrants, they are constantly looking over their shoulders.
Phil Pichette is Ricardo's manager, disciplinarian, teacher, role model, and father figure, tasked with indoctrinating young players
into the athletic and business realities of the game, while trying to advance his own career and keep his own marriage on an
even keel. Gino Montoya is the sage, veteran, roving instructor—the philosopher king, baseball guru, and cranky old man of
the organization—always one step away from retirement but unwilling to finally cut the baseball cord and always mindful of the
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Latino Baseball
History Project
Membership
Player - $50
Coach - $100
Manager - $250
If you are interested in
becoming a member,
please contact Iwona
Contreras at 909-537-3447,
e-mail icontrer@csusb.edu
or visit our website.

Mark Your Calendars - the LBHP has a full
schedule this season!
Upcoming Events:
June 23 - Sept 14 at Cal Poly Pomona University Library: exhibit
"Mexican American Baseball in the Pomona Valley." All day parking
$5.
Aug. 5 at Cal Poly Pomona: luncheon to celebrate the Pomona
Valley players and their families.
Sept 2014. book release for Mexican American Baseball in the
Pomona Valley
Spring/Summer 2015. book release for Mexican American
Baseball In the Alamo Region
Summer 2015. book release for Mexican American Baseball In the
San Fernando Valley.
For further information, please contact Dr. Richard Santillan at
rsantillan@earthlink.net
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